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School context 

Barton Church of England School serves the village and surrounding district in a rural area, 

between Darlington and Richmond. It has 61children and is smaller than average. The large 

majority of children are White British. The proportion of those who are disadvantaged is below 

average while the proportion with special educational needs is slightly above. The headteacher 

and teaching staff have been in post since September 2014. It was inspected by OFSTED in April 

2015 and graded as requiring improvement in all categories.  

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Barton as a Church of England school are 

good 

Following a period of staffing uncertainty, new leadership and teaching staff are reinvigorating 

Barton school. Within the school community there is a faith-inspired confidence in the 

effectiveness of a school modelled on Christian values. Standards are being raised at the same 

time as offering children a broad, balanced education and, most importantly, nurturing their 

spiritual and moral development. The enthusiasm of children in responding to ideas and to 

contribute to collective worship testifies to the effectiveness of the school as a Church school. 

The leadership of the headteacher is very strong and the Christian ethos of the school is clearly 

evident. 

 

Areas to improve 

 Systematically incorporate into all aspects of the curriculum the key Christian values 
cherished by the school and rigorously evaluate the impact of these on the learning and 

attitudes of pupils 

 Incorporate a wider range of Anglican traditions within collective worship and challenge 

children increasingly to take the lead.  

 Sharpen monitoring and evaluation by governors of the school as a Church school making 

full use of National Society evaluation criteria. 
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The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is good at meeting the needs of 

all learners 

Barton school has a very tangible and proudly expressed Christian character that colours provision 

and motivates children and staff. Under new leadership, school values are now expressed in explicitly 

Christian terms and their derivation from Biblical teaching is clearly explained. They are giving the 

school vigour, raising overall achievement and inspiring children’s maturity and spiritual development. 

The challenge of responding to the OFSTED inspection has not diminished the work in school to 

foster children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. A rich curriculum characterised by 

very varied activities both in and out of school is already leading to raised academic standards and 

much-improved behaviour with children spontaneously demonstrating care, respect and forgiveness 

in their work and relationships. At Barton school they grow to become confident, curious, receptive 

to complex ideas, proud to defend opinions and very conscious of the importance of Christian 

values. Their ability to confront the big questions associated with the Christian faith citing what they 

have been taught as well as any personal experience is remarkable.  It shows their capacity to tackle 

higher levels of knowledge and questioning and their readiness to go further in their thinking and 

understanding. Children also demonstrate, through their own actions, the virtue of caring for others, 

through buddying, reading with younger children, leading hobby activities and working for charity. 

Parents see the same characteristics when their children are at home and, unsurprisingly have not 

lost any confidence in the school. Relationships in school are very positive and secured through 

trust, respect and forgiveness. School leaders take steps to ensure that children learn about other 

countries, faiths and cultures and there is some opportunity for contact with peers from other 

districts through sport. Direct contact with children from very different faith and cultural 

backgrounds is more limited but the school recently welcomed visitors from Nepal. The influence of 
school Religious Education (RE) and collective worship is proving fundamental to the way that 

children grow intellectually and spiritually. They are very willing to explore religious ideas, reflect, 

pray and consider how they might respond to others’ needs.  

 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is good 

Collective worship each day has a very important place in school life. It brings children, staff, parents 

and others together; it is regarded as fundamental to the school curriculum and it unites the school 

community in a shared purpose understanding and applying Christian values. It is led by the head 

teacher, other school staff, the parish priest, visitors and, occasionally, the children themselves. 

Once each month it extends for the morning to become ‘Messy Church’ involving creativity, 

celebration and hospitality welcoming the wider community. Themes are carefully planned, with 

input from the parish priest. They draw upon the church’s year and also make good use of materials 

that support children’s social and emotional development aimed at growing their maturity and 

spirituality. Some Anglican worship traditions are evident, the use of a lighted candle, a cross and 

church colours. Children understand their significance but familiarity with some other Anglican 

worship traditions is somewhat more limited as, for example, they have not yet been present at a 

service of Holy Communion. Attitudes to collective worship are characterised by the wholehearted 

participation of all who attend. Typically children take part by helping to animate Bible stories such 

as that of Jesus walking on water and they sing with gusto belying the small size of the school. Above 

all, children demonstrate a confident and spontaneous willingness to contribute especially using 

prayers they wish to offer spontaneously and they are freely encouraged to do so. Prayer is a feature 

of life in school and parents report that they observe their children using it privately at home. Its 

impact can be measured by the willingness that children demonstrate in respecting others and 

offering help for good causes. Children are familiar with the theological concepts such as the Trinity. 

Collective worship and RE has given them the awe, curiosity and confidence to wonder about the 

credibility of miracles and to try and reconcile ideas concerning the nature of God and creation. 

Children, staff and governors contribute to planning and evaluation of collective worship and this has 

led directly to raising the profile of children’s contributions and shown the scope for all of them to 
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lead at some stage during their time in school. Use is also made of the local church and special acts 

of collective worship are held there outside school hours specifically in order to support parish 

mission. 

 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school is 

good 

An explicit Christian vision clearly underpins the work of the school. Under the direction of the 

recently appointed head teacher the school has significantly raised the profile of Christian values and 

their Biblical derivation. Christian values are now demonstrably shaping school work and are widely 

understood. At the present stage of school development such values have yet to be planned 

systematically into all appropriate aspects of the curriculum. Focussing on using Christian values has 

empowered the school to address the challenge offered by its OFSTED inspection. Academic 

improvement is evident and recognised in that report. The headteacher has brought clarity, faith, 

enthusiasm, determination, critical evaluation and inspiration to the work of the school. She has 

enabled the whole community to unite with a common purpose in order to improve children’s 

achievement within a school having an unmistakeable Christian ethos. Such purpose is also evident 

within school development planning which has a key priority to develop the Christian character of 

the school and the spiritual maturity of children and to resist a temptation to concentrate solely on 

raising academic standards. Governors care deeply about their school and are very supportive but 

do not yet use the National Society criteria to inform their evaluations and thus offer rigorous and 

informed challenge towards further improvement. Staff turnover means that teachers are new to the 

school. Together they have developed skills to securely fulfil their current roles within a church 

school. The school has shown resilience in safeguarding and growing its Christian ethos while going 

through a period of change and challenge. There is a strong partnership with the local church but 

links to other communities within the diocese are less well used. Partnership with parents is very 

secure. No children have been withdrawn from the school following the publication of the OFSTED 

report. Arrangements for collective worship and RE meet statutory requirements. 
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