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Friday 14th December 2018                                           Autumn Term 2018 Issue No 38 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I can’t quite believe this is our last newsletter of 2018 and that there are only eleven 

sleeps left until Christmas Day.  This half term, the children have been engaged in 

learning all about ‘Food for Thought’ and have been learning about both Fair Trade 

and famine in the wider world and about the importance of food banks in their local 

community.  At Barton School we feel it is important to empower children towards 

social action so that they can become the catalysts for change in their own 

communities and the wider world.   After learning about the shortage of donations in 

local food banks, our school council, with the support of Mrs Tracey Kirby, asked the 

whole school if they would like to make donations of food and gifts to the Store House 

food bank in Richmond, instead of buying Christmas cards for each other and they 

voted with their hearts… There is no big red post box in our school entrance this year, 

instead there is a sack full of donations for The Influence Church’s Store House Food 

Bank. On Monday 10th December, Max, Sophie and Isla from Barton Church of 

England Primary School, took their donations to the Store House where Suz Gregory, a 

representative from the Influence Church, told them all about the work of the food 

bank and they even helped stock the shelves ready for Christmas. I am so proud of 

the love and generosity our children and whole school community have shown and 

how they truly believe that their actions can transform the lives of others this Christmas 

time.  
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We have had a fantastic start to the year with our attendance – it is at 96% in line with 

national attendance. Please help us, when possible by making any medical/dental 

appointments outside of school time or after registration.  I would ask that, 

unavoidable, any time off school for a family holiday is not taking during term time.  

Thank you for your support with this. 

 

I am feeling all Christmassy after our Nativity and Christingle Service in church on 

Sunday 9th December.  Miss Verity’s love and enthusiasm shone through the children 

as they sang with great ooomph and smiled all the way through their outstanding 

performance of ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’.  A very special thank you to Poppy, Finley, 

Isla, Davey, Lexie, Bear, Oscar, Florence, Tom and our narrators Noah, William and 

Eva-Grace (and a special mention must go to Lexie from Class 2 for being a perfect 

‘last-minute’ Mary).  Thank you to all those who were able to attend and who gave 

so genorously; our Christingle Service raised £147 for The Children’s Society.  

  

 

 

 

 

   
   

Next half term sees the launch of our new creative curriculum topic, ‘Frozen Lands’ so 

we’re hoping for cold and snowy weather... but not too much snow as I don’t want 

to have to close the school at short notice this year.  Following on from my email earlier 
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this week, please can you ensure all mobile phone details are up to date, as should I 

need to close the school, I will contact you via text, before 7.45am. During our ‘Frozen 

Lands’ topic we will be writing to excite and inform and we will be using the book, 

‘365 Penguins’ for learning in cross curricular maths.  Our Christian value is ‘Wisdom’ 

and as you can imagine there will be lots of learning in geography and science.  

 

Our Collaboration visit to The Hippodrome in Darlington to see Aladdin was a huge 

success and our children behaved impeccably – oh no they didn’t - oh yes they 

did!!!They joined in the Christmas pantomime spirit and laughed and danced the 

whole way through.  Thank you to The Friends for providing the juice and treats for the 

interval!  

   

 
 

Thank you so much for all your generosity, love and support throughout the year and 

especially at this special festive time.  I hope to see many of you at our Christmas 

Lunch on Thursday 20th December (where Friends will draw their well-loved raffle), Kath 

Jones’ Christmas Worship at 3pm on Thursday 20th December or at our traditional 

Carol Service at 2.45pm on the last day of term.  If I don’t get to see you next week, I 

wish you a ‘Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2019’.  Sending our very 

best wishes from the staff, governors and myself...  

A Christmas message from Barbara Whittle, our Chair of Governors: Since September, 

when our two Governing bodies joined together, we have carried out joint monitoring 

and held meetings in both schools.  It is hard to believe that a term has now gone 

past, but I feel that the Governors are getting to know each other and more 

importantly getting to know both schools and working hard to continuously improve 

the education of the children in our care. 

We now have a very good team of Governors with lots of experience who bring a 

wide range of expertise to the Local Governing Board and can hold the Headteacher 

to account. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff of both our schools; our 

Cleaners, Cooks, Administrators, Teaching Assistants and Teachers for their hard work 

and dedication, not forgetting our Executive Headteacher who leads us all so 

fantastically. 

Happy Christmas to everyone. 
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Mrs Sharon Stevenson 

Executive Headteacher 
 

 
 
 

Barton 

Children celebrating achievements this week         

Our Stars of the Week are:      

Class 1: Oscar Rankin 

Class 2: Chloe Rankin 

Class 3: Max Percival 

Our SEAL Award goes to:         

Class 1: Isla Horsley 

Class 2: Willow Connell 

Class 3: Justin Hepper 

Our Rainbow Learners this week:         

Class 1: Davey- Thomas Pattison 

Class 2: Angelica Mattson 

Class 3: Jessie Husband 

Lunchtime Awards go to:         

Class 1: Isla Horsley 

Class 2: Heath Szikora 

Class 3: Riley Quirie 

 

News From Class One: 

 
It has been a fantastic couple of weeks in Class 1 with the Christmas activities in 

full swing. The children worked so hard to learn all their lines and songs and did 

themselves and me so proud at the Nativity, their enthusiasm and singing was 

amazing!! Last Friday we also enjoyed making our Christingles with everyone and 

as always it was such a special moment having them all lit in church on Sunday 

while the children sang. It was exciting to come to school at the beginning of 

December to find we had a special visit from Santa, our cheeky elf is back and as 

always causing mischief, the children love coming in every morning to see what 
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he has been up to this time! This led to them creating their own elf characters and 

writing letters to the elf.  

In maths the year 1s have been focussing on position and direction while the 

reception and nursery have been exploring addition, subtraction and number 

formation. In English we had so much fun creating our own chocolate bars, 

designing our own packaging and writing our own recipes for our individual 

chocolate bars. In science we have been exploring seasonal change now the 

weather is changing and exploring how different animals deal with the change in 

weather. In art all the Christmas crafts have started but I don’t want to ruin the 

lovely surprise by telling you what different things the children have been making 

so look out over the next week as the children bring them home for you to enjoy! 

The pantomime ‘Aladdin’ at Darlington Hippodrome was fantastic, the children’s 

behaviour was exceptional, they really enjoyed the show and they laughed and 

danced all the way through it! We are now looking forward to all the other 

exciting Christmas events we have planned in our last week! 

From all the staff and children in class 1 have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

 

 

News from Class Two:   

   

News from Class Two:   

We’ve had a busy couple of weeks in Class 2.  In English the children created their 

own chocolate bars, describing who they were for and why.  They also designed 

the wrappers for the bars as well as having fun making their chocolate bars.  I hope 

they tasted as good as they looked!  The children love seeing what Class 1’s 

mischievous elf has been up to every morning, so we decided to create our own 

elves.  I’ve got to say that ours are more helpful than naughty!  

In Maths the year 2’s have been continuing with repeated addition, linking it to 

multiplication and year 3 have been recalling multiplication facts for the three times 

table.  

The children had a fantastic time last week making the Christingles ready for our 

amazing Nativity and Christingle service last Sunday.  It was lovely to see the church 

so full.  Class 2 had an amazing time watching ‘Aladdin’ at Darlington Hippodrome 
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– as usual they were all on their best behaviour and it was lovely to see them joining 

in singing, dancing and having fun. 

All the children and staff in Class 2 would like to wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!    

 

News from Class Three: 

 
What better way is there to finish off a French topic than by tasting some delicious 

French food?! A big thank you to Mrs Kirby for organising our wonderful tasting 

session. Class Three are coming to the end of their ‘Food For Thought’ pizza 

business contest and are starting to upload all of their ideas and advertisements 

ready for the ‘big vote’! It is still a work in progress, and the poll is not yet live, but 

please keep checking in on what they have uploaded so far: 

http://bartonpizzacontest.edublogs.org/ . 
 

I was amazed by the effort, tenacity and resilience of our team at the Richmond 

Sports Hall Athletics last week. They were amazing and they gave it their all in 

every event (some even gave up their voices from shouting and cheering so 

much)! We aren’t just a sporty team however and we came in third place out of 

all of North Yorkshire in the county Sumdog Contest! A special mention to Max (1st 

overall!), Katie (8th overall) and Matty (9th overall). I was amazed and proud to see 

all of Class Three working away and watching our score creep up with every 

correct answer that they gave. Well done Team Barton – a great end to 2018! 

I am really looking forward to our new ‘Frozen Lands’ topic next term, please can 

you keep and bring in as many toilet-roll tubes as possible - we are planning some 

penguin making mayhem in Class Three! 

 
Words of the Weeks: 

http://bartonpizzacontest.edublogs.org/
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Our final words for 2018 are all perfect for describing my thoughts about Mrs 

Butler’s Christmas lunches! I can hardly wait for the moist, succulent turkey or the 

scrumptious, tantalising pudding! 

Friends 80 Club 

Congratulations to the lastest winners of the 80 Club draw: 

Number 81 – Simon Murray 

Number 15 – Karen Coates 

Number 87 – number not taken 

The next draw will take place after Christmas lunch on Thursday 20th December – 

just in time to treat yourself for Christmas! 

The Friends of Barton School would like to thank everyone for their support this year 

and we would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2019! 

Community “Empire Lunch” - come and try something a bit different! 

We would like to invite you to our community lunch on Thursday 19th January 

 

Empire Hotdog 

Jacket wedges, peas and sweetcorn 

Followed by 

Sticky toffee pudding and custard 

 

Britain’s tastiest hotdog is school friendly ….. 

 

 100% Red Tractor Farm Assured Meat 
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 Made in the UK 

 School and Food for life compliant 

 Free from allergens and all undesirable additives 

 Lower in Saturated Fat and reduced salt 

 No Artificial colouring or flavouring 

Last date for booking this lunch is Thursday 20th December 

 

Wrap around Care: 

Breakfast Club with Miss Maitchell (£3 per session 8am to 8:50am Monday to Friday) 

Monday – Games 

Tuesday – Homework Club 

Wednesday – Puzzle Club 

Thursday - Lego 

Friday - Colouring 

Afterschool Club with Miss Maitchell (£5 per hour please book through the school 

office Monday to Thursday 3:30 – 5:30pm) 

Monday – Lego 

Tuesday –  Board Game and Puzzle Club 

Wednesday – Craft Club 

Thursday –Yoga 

 

Staff Led Additional School Activities for Classes 2 & 3 Jan 2019: 

Please contact the school office to reserve your child’s place and advise us of 

pick up at the end of the session.        

Lunchtime – to be confirmed with Mrs Harris 

Lunchtime - Drama/ Singing Club- every Wednesday with Miss Verity 

Lunchtime – Drawing Club – every Thursday with Mr Weighman 

 

Please reserve a place by emailing the school office and advising us of your 

collection details or if your child is to walk home for afterschool activities 

Car Parking 

Please can we ask that you consider all road users and pedestrians when dropping 

off and collecting children at/from school. Thank you. 



   
 

Barton 
Telephone: 01325 377246 
Email: admin@barton.dalesmat.org 

 Ravensworth 
Telephone: 01325 718375 

Email: admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org 
 

 

 

Week commencing    

17th December 2018 

 

Barton    

EH = Executive Head in school  

  

Monday   

Tuesday  EH 

Christmas party - afternoon 

Wednesday  

Thursday  EH 

Christmas Lunch – noon 

Christmas Worship and Play – The Noisy Neighbour with 

Kath Jones in the school hall – all welcome from 3pm 

Friday   EH 

Glad Tidings Carol Service 2:45pm – 3:30pm in church 

all welcome. 

Week commencing    

 7 January 2019     

Barton    

EH = Executive Head in School 

   

Monday EH 

Staff training/Inset Day 

Tuesday    School re-opens 

Su Evans Music with Class 3 - pm 

Wednesday  EH 

Thursday  Discovery Club with Kath Jones 3:30 – 4:30 

Friday EH 

 

  

Future Dates   

More details will usually 

follow but information for 

your diary    

Barton    

2018      

18th Tuesday Christmas Party 1pm School Hall 

20th Thursday Christmas Lunch noon School Hall 

21st Friday School Closes for Christmas 

8th January Tuesday 2019 School re-opens for Spring 

16th January Wednesday Class 2 & 3 Swimming – coach anticipated return to 

School is 3:30pm 
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Sessions will be:  

16, 23, 30     January  

6, 13, 20       February  

6, 13, 20, 27 March 

17th January  Community Empire Lunch – bookings close 20th 

December 

29th January Young Directors tbc 

7th February Y6 Transitional Health Questionnaire - Kerry/Kirstie 

School Health 

18th February Parent Consultation Evening Class 1 2 and 3 

20th February Parent Consultation Evening Class1 and 3 only 

22nd February Friday School closes for half term 3:30pm 

4th March Monday School reopens 

 


