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Friday 8th February 2019                                        Spring Term 2019 Issue No 41 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Partnership School Review 

Last Thursday, three headteachers from the Swaledale Teaching School Alliance 

conducted a Partnership School Review to externally validate the school’s own self- 

evaluation judgements.  They observed teaching and learning, talked to children, 

staff and Governors, looked at progress in books and at key documents and were 

impressed with the excellent standard of education in our school.  Some of the 

highlights from their report include: 

They were most impressed with the positive behaviours and attitudes of our children 

which enables them to be highly engaged. 

The clarity of the school’s vision, ‘Learn with Love. Flourish in Faith’ was a strength and 

that is was seen in the actions and descriptions of both children and adults.  

The passion and drive from the Executive Headteacher is improving outcomes and 

developing an enriching full curriculum across the schools.  

Staff demonstrate secure subject knowledge and evidence was seen of accelerated 

progress in both schools.  

I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all our staff and Governors for 

creating a culture of high expectations and drive for school improvement that ensures 

our collaboration is highly effective and our children are receiving an excellent 

education.  

Nursery 

During the Partnership School Review Class 1 was judged to be outstanding and our 

Nursery provision is growing in numbers and going from strength to strength.  Such is 

the demand for our exceptional setting, that from Monday 4th March our Nursery will 

be open Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8.50am – 3.30pm with 

wrap around care available from 8am to 5.30pm. Please spread the great news in our 

wider school community!  

Skip 2 B Fit 

On Wednesday, we enjoyed a day of ‘Skip 2 B Fit’ and ‘Box 2 B Fit’ with Dave, who 

was impressed with how active our Barton children are and with their growth mindset 

and resilience to beat their PB’s. Dave’s visit has also reignited their passion for skipping 

and it has been great to see the children skipping at break times this week.  Class 3 

are also starting their day with a skipping challenge.  Keep it up TEAM BARTON!  
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Parents’ Information Evening 

Thank you to all of you who can come along to the Statutory Assessment Parents’ 

Information Evening for parents of children in Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 6 on 

Tuesday 12th February.  We look forward to seeing you at 5pm, where child care will 

be available with Miss Maitchell in our after school club in the hall.  

Red Nose Day Coffee Morning – Friday 15th March, 9.30am 

Friday 15th March is Red Nose Day. This year, we are going to be selling Red Noses at 

school – so there’s no need to buy them anywhere else!!  Please come to school 

dressed in red and everyone is welcome to join us for a Red Nose Coffee Morning at 

9.30am organised by our Year 6’s with a little bit of help from Mrs Percival!  

Community Events 

Please come along to the Quiz Night on Saturday 23rd February in Barton Village Hall 

in aid of the Church.  It promises to be a great night, with a quiz, light supper and bar.  

Tickets cost £5. 

And finally... doesn’t our school look extraordinary and dazzling in the snow... 

   

Please remember that we do have an open-door policy. Your first point of contact is 

either the office or your child’s class teacher. Please do use the planner to keep in 

touch too. I look forward to seeing you in school soon.   

Kindest regards, 

 

Mrs Sharon Stevenson 
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Executive Headteacher 

Barton 

Children celebrating achievements this week         

Our Stars of the Week are:      

Class 1: Bear Johnson 

Class 2:   Archie Johnson 

Class 3: Abigail Wooff 

Our SEAL Award goes to:         

Class 1: Davey-Thomas Pattison 

Class 2:  Angelica Mattson 

Class 3: Aaron Cook 

Our Rainbow Learners this week:         

Class 1:  Lexxy Yarrow 

Class 2:   Heath Szikora 

Class 3: Rhys Gamble 

Lunchtime Awards go to:         

Class 1: Finley Hardy 

Class 2:  Nathan Green 

Class 3: Lyla McFadzean 

 

News From Class One: 

 

 
Class 1 has had a brilliant couple of weeks of learning and fun. We really enjoyed 

the cold weather and snow last week and had lots of fun exploring all the ice in 

the outside area and seeing what objects had been hidden and frozen into the 

ice. The fun continued when we finally got some snow and all the children 

enjoyed playing in it on the field.  
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On Wednesday we had a fantastic experience when Zoo lab came in and 

brought lots of animals for the children to look at and hold if they wanted to. They 

brought a giant snail, giant cockroach, a corn snake, an albino hedgehog, 

Charlotte the tarantula and some rats. The children were all so brave, having a go 

at touching the animals and even when nervous having a go at holding them.  

In English we have been finishing off our adventure stories linked to Lost and Found 

and have now began exploring letter writing, we have been collecting 

information about the South Pole to write a letter to tell someone about what it is 

like to live there. Reception and Nursery have enjoyed looking at the story 

Naughty Bus and exploring language that we can use to describe the brilliant 

animals we got the chance to meet when Zoo lab visited. In maths the year 1s 

have been using different strategies to add and subtract while reception and 

nursery have been investigating money and using the language more and less.  

In science we have started learning all about everyday materials and the children 

have been enjoying finding objects around the classroom and school made of 

different materials. In art we created some amazing northern light pictures using 

bleeding tissue paper, the children loved getting the tissue paper as wet as 

possible then peeling it all off when it was dry.  

The children were so happy to find out Dave from Skip2bFit was visiting on 

Monday, the children all got involved in the skipping and had a great session with 

Dave, they all tried their best and didn’t give up even when they found it hard. 

Well done Class 1!! 

Hopefully the children’s dioramas are just about done, there is another week 

before we would like to share them but if you are finished and would like to send 

them in then by all means do so next week.  All need to be in by Monday 18th 

February please. 

 

News from Class Two:   
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News from Class Two:  

We have had a fantastic two weeks of learning in Class 2 and were all pleased to 

have some time experiencing the snow brought by the plunging temperature.  It 

really helped to bring our Frozen Lands topic to life.  The children have thought of 

lots of descriptive words to use to describe Rainbow Bear’s frozen Arctic to write an 

alternate ending to the story, in English.  In Maths the children have been really 

challenged working on Fractions and have shown great resilience we have had lots 

of lightbulb moments in year 3 and 4 with shouts of ‘Oh I get it now!” when thinking 

about equivalent fractions.  Year 2 have been working equally hard with Mr Potter 

to recognise half, quarters and thirds.  In Science we have continued to look at 

rocks and the children had great fun examining different types of soil samples and 

were surprised at what they could find in them.  The children were thrilled to see 

Dave arrive for Skip 2B Fit on Monday and more resilience was shown during our Box 

2B fit session in the afternoon – we were blown away by the improvements made 

and the effort that all the children put in.   

Hopefully the children’s dioramas are just about done, there is another week before 

we would like to share them but if you are finished and would like to send them in 

then by all means do so at any point next week.  All need to be in by Monday 18th 

February please.  

 

News from Class Three: 

 
We have had great fun in Class Three this fortnight! We went from epic snowball 

rolling to super skipping and boxing. A big well done to all of our skippers, but 

especially to Abigail, who won the coveted title of top skipper in Dave’s assembly 

skip-off! 
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We are past the halfway point of our class reader – The Polar Bear Explorers Club – 

and the action is awesome. In English, we wrote our own arctic adventure tales 

which we entered into the ‘Little Did I Know..’ competition at Darlington Building 

Society. The results are announced next Friday (15/2), if you provided your own 

email address on the entry form please have a check then and let us know if one 

of our amazing authors is a winner. 

In Maths, we are finding fractions of a number and simplifying fractions to find 

equivalents. Year Six are multiplying and dividing fractions by whole numbers. Our 

Y4s are hard in training for the upcoming Y3/4 hockey tournament and the 

children keep amazing me with their terrific efforts at swimming. 

 
Words of the Weeks: 

 
 

 

The new words for the next two weeks are: dazzling, extraordinary, witty and 

unbearable. Please look and listen out for them being used around school and at 

home. 
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Community Lunch – Chick, Chick, Chicken Korma Tuesday!  

             Tuesday 12th March 2019 at noon in the school hall.                    

We would like to invite parents/carers/extended family to our very popular 

Community Lunch.  This term we are celebrating community lunches – we love 

having visitors!! 

Chicken Korma  

Followed by  

Sticky toffee pudding and Custard  

Bookings to made via email or in person to the school office by 21st February 

which will be confirmed upon payment (£3.50 per adult/£2.90 per child) -  

(please note no Jacket Potato/Sandwich choice on this day) 

 

Wrap around Care: 

Breakfast Club with Miss Maitchell (£3 per session 8am to 8:50am Monday to Friday) 

Monday – Games  
Tuesday – Homework Club  
Wednesday – Puzzle Club  
Thursday – Lego 
Friday - Colouring 

Afterschool Club with Miss Maitchell (£5 per hour please book through the school 

office Monday to Thursday 3:30 – 5:30pm) 

Monday – Lego  
Tuesday – Board Game and Puzzle Club  
Wednesday – Craft Club  
Thursday –Yoga 

Staff Led Additional School Activities for Classes 2 & 3 Jan 2019: 

Please contact the school office to reserve your child’s place and advise us of 

pick up at the end of the session.  

Lunchtime – Puzzle Club every Tuesday with Mrs Harris  

Lunchtime Drama/ Singing Club- every Wednesday with Miss Verity  

Lunchtime – Drawing Club – every Thursday with Mr Weighman       

Please reserve a place by emailing the school office and advising us of your 

collection details or if your child is to walk home for afterschool activities 

 

Friends 80 Club 

Congratulations to the winners of our most recent draw: 
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Number 31 – number not taken 

Number 39 – Georgi Szikora 

Number 85 – Sharon Stevenson 

 

The next draw will take place on, or around, 17th February.  There are still plenty of 

numbers available to be a part of the 80 Club, if you would like a number please 

speak to a member of the Friends committee. As they say “You’ve got to be in it, 

to win it!” 

 

 

Week commencing    

 

11th February 2019 

Barton    

EH = Executive Head in school  

  

Monday   

Tuesday  EH 

Parent Information Evening – Statutory Assessment 

Years Reception, 1, 2 and 6  

5-5:30pm  

Wednesday Swimming Classes 2 and 3 

Thursday  EH 

Friday   DEAP – Class 1 afternoon 2-3pm 

Week commencing    

18th February 2019  

Barton    

EH = Executive Head in School 

   

Monday EH 

Parent Consultation Evenings - appointments 

Tuesday     

Wednesday  EH 

Thursday   

Friday School Closes 3:30pm for half term 

 

Future Dates   

More details will usually 

follow but information for 

your diary    

Barton    

2018      
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4th March Monday School reopens 

6th March Lenten Retreat with Rev Jenni in church – more details 

to follow  

7th March Science Transition at Richmond School Y5– more details 

to follow. 

15th March Friday Air Ambulance Bag Collection 9 – 9:30am 

Red Nose Day - Wear red clothes to school and coffee 

morning - donations of cakes would be greatly 

appreciated – all welcome – more details to follow! 

19th March Collaboration – All Stars Cricket at Richmond School – 

more details to follow 

11th April Community Easter Lunch – noon 

Easter Service 2:30pm – more details to follow 

12th April School Closes 3:30pm for Easter Holidays 

29th April Staff Training Day  

30th April School re-opens to pupils  

 Other important dates for your diary: 

13-17th May SATS week – Y2 & Y6 

10-14th June Phonics week - Y1 

 


