
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,     Friday 20th March 2020 
 
Firstly, I do very much hope that this letter finds you and your family in good 
health and in good spirits despite the complex nature of the current situation 
with the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
You will have heard the announcement from the Governments earlier this 
week that although all schools would close on Friday 20th March there would 
be ongoing provision for an indefinite period including through the Easter 
holidays, for vulnerable children and those of key workers.  A provision to 
supply meals would also be made for pupils in receipt of Free School Meals. 
 
The purpose of this letter is to outline the arrangements we have made in 
school to meet these requirements. 
 
Provision for vulnerable pupils and those whose parents are key workers 
If your child has an Education, Health and Care plan or their welfare is 
supported by a social worker, or you are a key worker as defined by the 
Government, they will be able to come to school as they would on any normal 
school day, although the provision in class will not include formal lessons. If 
you wish to take up this offer it is very important that you confirm this with 
us. This can be done in a number of ways; via the admin email account 
admin@barton.dalesmat.org 
 
It is our intention across our Trust family of schools that children attend their 
usual school. In the event of this not being possible, for example, in the event 
of staff shortages, we will liaise with you as to the alternative plan, which will 
involve other Trust schools or possibly LA schools.  
 
We will ensure that appropriate First Aid resources will be available in school 
as well as a backup plan in the event of school staff or children having to self-
isolate. We will ensure that our usual strict Safeguarding procedures operate 
as normal; a Designated Safeguarding Lead will be working in school every 
day. Arrangements for school dinners will continue as normal, including for 
those who are in receipt of free school meals.  
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Provision for those not in school but who receive free school meals 
We want to ensure pupils eligible for free school meals that are not in school 
continue to be supported.  We will be discussing what options are available 
with our catering providers and exploring the possibility of providing vouchers 
to those eligible pupils.  The Department for Education has announced they 
will be putting in place a national voucher system, which we hope to have 
more information about on Monday. School will be in contact with you as 
soon as we have further details. 
  
We believe it is important that every family within our Trust has the 
opportunity to contact us at any point from the closure on 20th March. To 
enable this to happen our school office email and telephone number will 
continue to be monitored on a daily basis. This will allow you to inform us of 
an absence if your child is taking up the offer of a place, as well as the 
chance to request further work; it will also provide the opportunity for our 
staff to guide families in need to a range of important external providers or 
agencies.  
 
Our staff continue to work hard in support of the school community and are 
very appreciative of the positive comments from parents and carers at what is 
a very challenging time for us all. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mrs H Dudman 
Executive Headteacher 
 


