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Dear Parents and Carers
What a busy, busy few weeks we have had in the run up to the end of term! Staff have tried really
hard to keep all the usual Christmas traditions going for the children, albeit in a slightly different
way this year, and we hope that the children have not missed out on too many of the usual
Christmas treats.
Christingle

Last week we held our first ever on-line Christingle via Microsoft Teams with all four of our schools. It
was lovely to be able to bring the children together in this way, and they really enjoyed being
able to see and hear each other. We hope that you enjoyed watching the recording we shared
via YouTube, and that the children enjoyed lighting their Christingles at home. Maybe you even
watched the Children’s society and Church of England online service last Sunday morning?
A big thankyou to Mrs Whittle for organising the resources for the making of the Christingles, and
To Sainsbury’s in Darlington for supplying the oranges.
Christmas Lunch
A huge Thankyou to Mrs Luce for another amazing Christmas dinner. We were so sad not to have
Governors, parents and other visitors in school this year, and it really didn’t feel quite the same, but
Mrs Luce did a fantastic job of making it all feel special for us
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It’s Behind you!
It was lovely to have the school full of laughter and
Boos and Hisses as the children enjoyed the on-line
Jack and the Beanstalk pantomime this year. Thank
you to the Friends for covering the cost of this
special Christmas treat for us.

Nativity
Our staff have had to learn many new skills this term, and they can now add ‘film production’ to
the list. Like the Christingle, the Nativity is available on YouTube via your child’s email address. We
are sure you will agree that the children were brilliant actors and managed to capture the magic
of Christmas through their retelling of the Nativity story. Well done everyone!
Christmas party with a special visitor!
This morning the children enjoyed a lovely party with socially-distanced
party games. They even had a special virtual visit from Father Christmas. He
beamed over to us live from the North Pole via video link. The children were
thrilled to see him and asked him some great questions – we were all
surprised to hear all about the jobs his elves have to do and about the
magic that surrounds him and all of the North
Pole at Christmas time. He also told us there is
no naughty list this year!
Afterwards, the children opened the presents
that he’d delivered overnight. Special thanks
to ‘Friends’ who helped out with this.
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Governance changes
As you will be aware, from 1st January our four schools will officially be collaborated and we will be
moving forwards with one governing body. The Chair of Governors for the four schools will be Terry
Cane, a National Leader of Governance. Terry’s role is to lead the governors of both pairs of
schools for the next year to establish a new single governing board. It was considered important
that the new chair was not connected with any of the schools, but at the end of the year, a new
chair will be appointed from this newly formed Governing board.
Barbara Whittle is the current Chair of Governors at Barton and Ravensworth CE schools. As an ex
pupil at Barton school who has been Chair of Governors for over 30 years, it is fair to say she has
had a significant role in making the school the wonderful place it is today, she works tirelessly
behind the scenes to ensure standards are maintained and she is a much loved and well
respected member of the school community. Barton School really is ‘The small school with the big
heart’ and this is something that has been established over many years and is largely due to
Barbara’s dedication and commitment, her excellent leadership skills and her genuine love of the
school and all the people connected with it.
Although she will not be the Chair for the next year, we are very pleased that Barbara will still have
a prominent part to play in leading the strategic direction of the schools and lending her
significant experience of governance to support Terry as he brings the governors from the two
boards together as one. I am exceptionally grateful to Barbara, and all of our governors for their
leadership and support of the schools.
IMPORTANT MESSAGE: Coronavirus tests
You may have heard in the news that for track and trace purposes, schools are required to
monitor coronavirus test results for pupils up until 24th December. If any staff member or
child tests positive between now and the 24th we may be required to contact parents and
ask all pupils to self-isolate. To make things simple, Mrs Petch and Mrs Dudman will be
monitoring one admin email address twice a day.
If your child tests positive for coronavirus it is essential that you inform us. To contact us in
regard to this, please email admin@ravensworth.dalesmat.org and we will be in touch with
you.
I’m sure you will agree that all the class teachers deserve a relaxing break after what has
been a term full of new challenges. They been asked not to check Class dojo or their emails
during the holiday so please just use the above email address if you need to get in touch
with us urgently.
May I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas. Stay safe everyone, enjoy
the holiday season and take care. Here’s hoping for a much brighter year in 2021!
Kindest regards,

Mrs H Dudman
Executive Headteacher

Barton
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Children celebrating achievements this week
Our Stars of the Week are:
Class 1: Jett-James Bell
Class 2: Cayleb Bell
Class 3: Faith Ramsey
Our SEAL Award goes to:
Class 1: Tom Horsley
Class 2: Oscar Rankin
Class 3: Eva-Grace Short
Our Rainbow Learners this week:
Class 1: Sophie Quirie
Class 2: Isla Horsley
Class 3: Jack Banner
Lunchtime Awards go to:
Class 1: Peaches Johnson
Class 2: Finley Hardy
Class 3: Heath Szikora

News from Class One:
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WOW I actually can’t believe it is Christmas holidays already! Even though it has been a tiring
term full of fun and learning it still seems to have flown by and the children have kept going
showing super perseverance, resilience and learning behaviours throughout! They really do
make me proud!
It has been a well-deserved fun filled two weeks in Barton. It all started with our Christmas dinner
last week, it was delicious and despite it not being how we would usually do it the children had
lots of fun. They made their own place mats and loved pulling their crackers and singing along
to Christmas songs. This was then followed by our Christingle making on the afternoon and then
the following day our lovely Christingle service. It was really nice to have a service with the four
schools and of course we had to follow our usual Barton tradition and turned off the lights and
lit our Christingles to sing our ‘Hope of Heaven’ song.
The Christmas festivities continued on Friday and Monday, with a super craft afternoon on
Friday with Mrs Percival and Mrs Allan-Hooks where the children made lovely cards and
Christmas wreaths. On Monday we then really enjoyed making reindeer crispy cakes and some
other lovely crafts that the children will have all brought home for you to enjoy.
Between all of the Christmas activities the class 1 and 2 children continued to practice their
Christmas nativity and after lots of work from the children and staff we completed a fabulous
Christmas nativity movie. The children were all amazing and are my shining superstars! I hope
you enjoy watching it with family as much as we enjoyed making it!
We have continued to enjoy the adventures of our elf on the shelf and he has continued to
get into mischief over the last few weeks. We have enjoyed writing letters for Santa that elf took
to the North Pole for us, using an app called Chatterpix with Class 2 to ask elf questions and
then making elf talk and reply to the question and in PE we completed lots of activities to
practice our elf skills and become one of Santa’s elf helpers.
This week we have had lots of fun watching the virtual pantomime Jack the Beanstalk, and are
super excited about our Christmas party on Friday. I hope you all have a fantastic Christmas,
thank you for all your continued support and I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year!
News from Class Two:

What an amazing end to the first term we have had in Class 2! The time has flown by and we
can hardly believe that Christmas is upon us. We all enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch, but
missed your company, the children looked very festive in their Christmas jumpers too! Then we
had great fun making the traditional Christingles ready for our virtual service. The service was
a huge success, even though it was the first time we have celebrated together collaboratively
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and virtually I’m sure it won’t be the last. The children sang beautifully and enjoyed listening to
each other on the screen in the Hall.
We have had lots of fun making Christmas crafts with Class 1 – some of which was quite tricky
to do and we do hope they have made it home in one piece. The children showed great
resilience and perseverance in tackling the tasks. We have also enjoyed using an app called
Chatterpix with Class 1 to ask elf questions and then making elf talk and reply to the question
and in PE we completed lots of activities to complete our Elf Training practicing our elf skills to
see if we could become one of Santa’s elf helpers. In Maths we have being learning all about
money, lots of the children find this quite tricky so any support you can give them in recognising
values and finding amounts will be very beneficial, you could even get them to help at the
shops over the holidays. In English, we have enjoyed writing some lovely pieces about our book
The Tear Thief, the children really enjoyed reading this and had lots of wonderful and
imaginative ideas.
We also have had great fun rehearsing the Nativity and filming the performance. It was an
amazing and challenging experience but I think we managed to pull it off very well. The
children were absolute stars, we hope you had as much fun watching it, as we did producing
it. This week we have had lots of fun watching the virtual pantomime Jack the Beanstalk, and
are super excited about our Xmas party on Friday.
We hope you all have a fantastic Christmas and thank you for all your support this term, and
we look forward to seeing you back in the New Year.
News from Class Three:
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In Class Three, we have had an extremely busy last two weeks to the term! As part of our festive
celebrations, we made Christingles and had a lovely Christingle service; we had a delicious
Christmas lunch; we watched the Christmas pantomime; and we have been taking on tricky
maths challenges involving co-ordinates, measuring and drawing using grids.
We finished ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’, by Onjali Q. Rauf, with just one two days of term
to go – talk about good timing! We all really enjoyed the book (it even got a little round of
applause in class after the last page!). As part of our geography and English topic work we
were researching and learning about fashion and globablisation. The class wrote some terrific
persuasive pieces about the pros and cons of ‘fast fashion’ and its impact on culture and the
environment.
In maths we completed our units on measurement and fractions and applied our measuring
skills in creating Christmas tree cards that needed 5 specific sized squares to fold to make the
pieces of the tree – they were very tricky to calculate and measure but it was worth it because
they looked awesome! As you can see below, we have been learning about Andy Warhol in
art and we produced our own amazing gallery based on his work.
Christmas jumper day was awesome and all of the children looked terrific in their Christmas
outfits. I can’t wait for our Christmas party on Friday and I already know how excited the
children are too! Have a lovely Christmas and New Year, thank you for all of your support over
the course of this term and I look forward to seeing some happy, well rested faces again in
January!

Eco-Team

Store house would like to say a very big thank you to all of our staff,
children and families for their very generous donations this Christmas!
The Eco-Team would also like to say a very big thank you to all of you for
supporting us with this. We would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas
and an eco-friendly 2021!

Mental Health
Champions

from your Chief Eco-Warriors Faith and Alfie
This week’s joke of the week is from Nathan in C3
"What bird is always out of breath?"
“A puffin!”
If you have any jokes to put in the book come and speak to Jack, Chloe,
Alfie, or Lyla.
from the Mental Health Champions
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Barton
Parentpay – until further notice we are unable to accept cash please can you kindly make
sure that you are registered with Parentpay and if you have any queries please contact the
school office. Lunches and wrap-around care require to be paid for in advance.
Lunch Menu – Spring 2021 – please see the new lunch menu at
https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Spring-2021-Three-WeekMenu_Barton.pdf
Wraparound Care https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/our-school/out-of-school-club/ - please
check in to this page and see some of the fantastic activities going on in our wrap around
care, there are some lovely Christmas activity photo’s along with a list of the new features for
January 2021!
Friends News https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/parents/friends-of-barton-school/ - support
the Friends with the virtual Christmas Bonanza and if you shop online via Amazon – support
and raise money for the Friends at no cost to you – it’s so easy to join – visit the website link
above for more information on this and Easyfundraising!
Future Dates
More details will usually
follow but information for your
diary
2021
January
4th
5th
February
3rd
March
4th
19th
May
20 – 24th
July
7th
12th, 13th, 14th,

Barton
In the present climate please note that planned events may be subject to
change/cancellation at short notice

Staff Training Day
School re-opens for pupils
Skip2Bfit
World Book Day – themed dress day
Red Nose Day – Comic relief
Christian Aid week
Mega Sports Day
Y6 Transition Days – Richmond School

Quick/Useful links:
School Lunch Menu:
https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Spring-2021-Three-WeekMenu_Barton.pdf
School Holidays/Term Dates
http://www.barton.dalesmat.org/parents/term-dates/
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The Friends of Barton School easy fundraising at no cost to you, and Christmas shopping ideas
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bartoncoeprimary/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1062743-0
Wraparound care
https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/our-school/out-of-school-club/
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