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Friday 4th December 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
Drumba! What an amazing morning the children had in the Drumba workshop today. Drumba is a
high energy work out session based around a mix of popular music whilst learning and playing the
drums – What’s not to love! As you can see from the photo’s everyone had a fabulous time.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!
We are very aware that children aren’t able to take part in many of the lovely events outside of
school that would normally be available at this time of year, so school staff and the Friends of the
school are trying to make events in school as special as possible for them.
With the start of advent, school is certainly starting to feel a bit Christmassy, the Tree is up and the
children have been busy practising their Christmas carols and polishing up their acting skills for our
first ever Nativity video.
Christingle – Mrs Whittle has been busy organising the Christingle resources, but for the first time
that we can remember, our Christingle service will be held in school this year. It will be on Thursday
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morning and in order to make it special we have plans to join all four
schools together in the service via Teams. Each school will play a part
and we will sing together and share prayers. It should be a magical and
very special experience for the children to finally see each other, and
something that we can hopefully do more of in the future.
The Church of England and Children’s society will deliver an online
Christingle service on Sunday 13th at 9am that you could all take part in
should you wish at: https://www.churchofengland.org/news-andmedia/church-online this will also be available to watch on the church
of England website after the event.
You can donate online at https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/donate
StoreHouse donations – as in previous years we will be making a donation to StoreHouse food
bank instead of sending Christmas cards this year. A big thankyou to Alfie and Faith who have
organised the Christmas donations box to collect essential items and toys.
Christmas dinner will be next Wednesday, 9th December. Children are invited to wear something
Christmassy to school on this day. This could be a Christmas jumper or a Santa hat or just a piece
of tinsel.
Pantomime – Oh Yes it is! Mrs Percival and the Friends of the school have found an online
Pantomime “Jack be Nimble” that they have bought for the children to enjoy. Our children will
be enjoying the pantomime before the end of term.
Christmas Party – we will be holding a party on Friday 18th December. Children may come to
school in party clothes (please nothing too special) or something Christmassy. We will play a
selection of socially distanced party games and Mrs Luce will be preparing a delicious party
lunch.
Given that the recent lockdown has been lifted and we are now following tier two guidance, we
are hoping there might be some easing of the current restrictions on school events. We are still
awaiting updated Health and safety advice as to whether we will be able to perform some carols
for parents, and as to whether we will be able to receive a visit from the ‘Man in red’ himself!
Hitting the headlines!
It’s not often our small schools are featured in the newspaper, but
following a recent interview we did exactly that in last week’s editions
of the Northern Echo and Darlington and Stockton times. The article
considers the pioneering Leadership structure we trailed in our schools
last year, which will now continue on a permanent basis from January.
With the sustainability of small rural schools being a long standing
national problem, the article talks about our pilot scheme which is
now going to be written up as case study as an example of best
practice for other small schools across the country.
Changing structures in schools is always going to be tricky but we are extremely grateful to our
parents for supporting us through the last year. This structure has definitely made our schools
stronger and has enabled us to capitalise on the strengths of our very talented staff team and
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Governors for the benefit of our children. A big thankyou also to Georgie Szikora for agreeing to
an interview to give a parent’s point of view.
Mrs Petch our Deputy Headteacher
In our recent parent survey a number of you commented that you weren’t
sure about the role of Mrs Petch our Deputy Headteacher.
Mrs Petch teaches at Ravensworth in the mornings, so for the time being she is
not visiting other schools, but is staying in the ‘Ravensworth bubble’. This
doesn’t mean she isn’t working hard for all the schools behind the scenes; she
is responsible for assessment across all four schools and frequently discusses
the children at Barton school with their class teachers. She is responsible for
overseeing the curriculum planning and was the one uploading all the
planning for the school during lockdown. She is also responsible for RE and
PSHE across the collaboration
Governor news
Further to the Trust’s decision to formally adopt the four school model, it has been decided that
we will start the process of moving to a one Local Governing Board (LGB) across all four schools.
Developing this new LGB is a significant piece of work as it involves what is effectively the merging
of two organisations, each with subtly different ways of working. This, combined with the fact that
it will take a period of time to review and then develop the model, has led the Trust to appoint a
National Leader of Governance, Terry Cane, to lead on this piece of work and act as Chair of the
LGB arrangements for the calendar year from January 2021.
Terry has already met with myself, and the two Chairs of Governors, and will spend the time
between now and Christmas starting to get to know the schools; he will hold further meetings with
the Chairs of Governors, who will continue to have an important strategic role. When restrictions
allow, he will also visit schools and meet pupils
Terry is very much looking forward to the new role and working with staff and governors in the four
schools to the benefit of all pupils.
Admissions to Reception September 2021
North Yorkshire County Council on-line applications for Primary School admissions are now open.
Applications can be made by visiting www.northyorks.gov.uk/school-admissions if you have a
family member, friend or relative with a child who is due to start school next September, we would
be grateful if you could pass on this information. All applications are made on line and the closing
date for applications is January 15th 2021.
Kindest regards,

Mrs H Dudman
Executive Headteacher

Barton
Children celebrating achievements this week
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Our Stars of the Week are:
Class 1: Florence Hardy
Class 2: Lexxy Yarrow
Class 3: Matty Watt
Our SEAL Award goes to:
Class 1: Bea Elliott
Class 2: Bear Johnson
Class 3: Chloe Rankin
Our Rainbow Learners this week:
Class 1: Peaches Johnson
Class 2: Davey-Thomas Pattison
Class 3: Noah McGarrell
Lunchtime Awards go to:
Class 1: Tom Horsley
Class 2: Thomas Wise
Class 3: Alfie Husband

News from Class One:
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I can’t quite believe it is already December and it is only a few weeks now until we break up
for Christmas. The children have continued to work extremely hard over the last two weeks and
have been showing a continuous positive attitude to their learning and discovery time.
This Tuesday we arrived at school to find out our Elf on the Shelf has returned to Barton School
and is here until the school holidays to see how well we are behaving. All the children were so
excited to see him and are already enjoying all the mischief he has been getting up to. We are
going to use Elf to do some super writing over the last two weeks and I am sure that the
excitement around his arrival will mean that the questions and letters they write to him will be
fantastic.
In maths year 1 have continued to work hard on their addition and subtraction, and we are
now trying to master our number bonds to 10 so we know them off the top of our heads.
Reception and Nursery have been focussing on the numbers 4 and 5 as well as completing
some predicting and shape activities.
In English we have really enjoyed learning all about instructions and writing instructions. We
used Handa’s surprise and how interested the children were with learning all about the different
fruits and decided to plan and make fruit kebabs. The children planned what three fruits they
would have on their kebabs and then on Monday made their fruit kebabs making sure we took
a picture at each stage. The children have now used the photos to order what we did and the
year 1s are now in the process of writing some excellent instructions to explain it.
In science we have been looking at the importance of being hygienic and learnt all about
germs through the use of glitter on our hands to see how easily germs spread and also used
pepper, water and soap to show how soap stops germs. Following this we looked at Florence
Nightingale and how she changed hospitals to make them more hygienic and safer.
In Geography we used the book ‘Window’ to look more at how settlements change and how
small village settlements over time can become urban cities and towns. The children were
brilliant and looking at the pictures and identifying the changes that happened outside the
window over time. We have continued learning about Orienteering in PE, the children are
having a great time learning how to read a map and follow a key.
It was lovely to get out into the village last Friday and the children loved going out and placing
their poppy stones in different places around the village for the community to enjoy. The
children’s behaviour was exceptional and they made me so proud!
News from Class Two:

Barton, Ravensworth, East Cowton and Kirkby Fleetham CE Primary Schools are members of Dales
Academies Trust, company number 08372064, registered office at: Blair Avenue, Ingleby Barwick,
Stockton on Tees, TS17 5BL

We are all excited in Class 2 as December has arrived and we can start thinking about our
Christmas festivities. These started in earnest with the arrival of the Elf on the Shelf who after
quarantining made an appearance in Class 1, and has already shown how mischievous he is
in stealing the advent calendar from Class 2 and taking it into Class 1 where he was starting on
opening the windows! The children are really enjoying sharing their elf antics from home too!
In English we have started to share the book The Tear Thief and the children are really enjoying
learning all about why she steals the children’s tears we are all in suspense waiting to find out
and have been making some predictions about how the story will end. In Maths we have
completed our topic on addition and subtraction and are now beginning to explore Money,
you could help the children with this at home by allowing them to count out money for you
before you go the shops and talking about how much small items cost and for the year 3s can
they work out the amount of change they would get?
In Science, we have enjoyed all our learning about Why it is important to be hygienic? And
have now started to look at Living things and the life processes that show if something is living,
dead or has never been alive, we had lots of great discussion about this. In Geography, we
discovered that geographical features are either physical or human, again this brought up lots
of discussion and debate particular about farms which are built around physical features. We
have continued learning about Orienteering in PE, the children are having a great time
learning how to read a map and follow a key.
The children had a great time placing their poppies around the village for all the community
to find and enjoy. It was lovely for them to get out and around the village so if you’re out
walking, do take a look and see how many you can spot.
News from Class Three:
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It has been another exciting two-weeks in Class Three! In science, have been experimenting
with potatoes (trying to make some clones!) and learning about how flowers reproduce. In
geography we are learning about the effects of globalisation. We are past ¾ of the way
through our class reader and in maths we have been learning about fractions, area and
multiplication.
Last week, we entered the MOTO community writing competition. It was all about a book
called ‘Max Takes a Stand’ which was really good! I loved the exciting eco ideas that the class
came up with and they wrote some really long stories – I hope we win! We will find out the
results in January.
Our school council had their first meeting! It went well and they had a lot to discuss. They are
working on some exciting new plans that will roll out in January so watch this space! Last Friday,
we also went on a walk around the village - we hope you have seen some of our
Remembrance Day poppy pebbles.
We have an advent calendar up in class and are all looking forward to our Christmas lunch
next Wednesday. Faith and Alfie have organised our Store House Christmas donations box (to
donate toys and essential items instead of sending each other Christmas cards). We are also
following the North Yorkshire Virtual Advent calendar; you can try some of the activities at
home too by clicking here: https://www.outdoorted.co.uk/advent-calendar.
Even though it is cold, playtimes and PE will still be outdoors as much as possible. Please ensure
that children have warm clothes and accessories like hats, scarves and gloves in school with
them. Some children have not got a pair of shoes to change into at playtime and are getting
muddy feet from the field – if you haven’t already – please send in a spare pair of trainers or
wellies to use at playtimes.

Eco-Team

Just a reminder, we are collecting for store house there is a box on
the table tennis table for you to put your donations in the box and it
will be there every morning and afternoon.
Tip of the week: Instead of buying wrapping paper get brown paper
because you can decorate it yourself and it saves the environment
and it costs less money.
from your chief Eco Warriors Faith and Alfie
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Mental Health
Champions

This week’s joke of the week is: Why did the zebra cross the road?
Because it was a zebra crossing!
by Thomas Wise
from the Mental Health Champions

Words of the
Week

Our Vocabulary Leaders, Chloe and Jack, picked out these words for us to
focus on in the next two weeks: glimpse, pot-bellied, beady and sleepless.
I think that they are perfect for describing a certain pot-bellied person,
dressed in red, who some of you could be left sleepless trying to get a
glimpse of!
Barton
Parentpay – until further notice we are unable to accept cash please can you kindly make
sure that you are registered with Parentpay and if you have any queries please contact the
school office. Lunches and wrap-around care require to be paid for in advance.
Wraparound Care https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/our-school/out-of-school-club/ - please
check in to this page and see some of the fantastic activities going on in our wrap around
care – new addition ‘Crazy Golf’ – looks great fun!
Friends News https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/parents/friends-of-barton-school/
Future Dates
More details will usually
follow but information for your
diary
2020 / 2021
December
4th
9th
18th
18th
2021
January
4th
5th
February
3rd

Barton
In the present climate please note that planned events may be subject to
change/cancellation at short notice

Drumba
Christmas Lunch
Christmas Party
School Closes for Christmas

Staff Training Day
School re-opens for pupils
Skip2Bfit
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March
4th

World Book Day – themed dress day

Quick/Useful links:
School Lunch Menu:
http://www.barton.dalesmat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Menu-Autumn-2020.pdf
School Holidays/Term Dates
http://www.barton.dalesmat.org/parents/term-dates/
The Friends of Barton School easy fundraising at no cost to you, and Christmas shopping ideas
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bartoncoeprimary/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1062743-0
https://simplebooklet.com/darceysbrochure2020
https://simplebooklet.com/darceyschristmasbrochure?fbclid=IwAR1l17EbWuAMugcn8NJ1nK5WSdxx-pVUo-LNiQK3a0EU8rj-OH1Oyp_spQ#page=0
Wraparound care
https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/our-school/out-of-school-club/
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