
 

   
 

 
 

 

Friday 15th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been another fantastic week of remote learning and despite two snow 

days, children have just carried on learning. 

 

 

 
 

I would like to thank all our parents for doing such a fabulous job with the 

home schooling.  All the staff appreciate that what you are being asked to 

do is, at times, quite overwhelming and we are so amazed with how well 

everyone is working with us. We will be adjusting expectations next week for 

KS1 in light of your feedback, to take the pressure off slightly.  The government 

have stipulated that KS1 children should be doing up to 3 hours (less for 

younger children) of remote learning a day, and KS2 should be doing 4 hours. 

We fully appreciate that this is a big ask, not only of the children, but also of 

the parents. If you find that you are struggling then please do get in touch 

with your child’s class teacher or TA who will try their best to help. You can 

also contact Miss Crisp our SENCO on amycrispsenco@dalesmat.org or call 

her on 07930 444714 

 

Staff are aiming for the children to be independent while in live lessons, 

particularly at KS2 and then afterwards when they are working on the 

independent task. This should allow working parents a little bit of time. We 

appreciate that not all children can work this independently yet, and are 

happy to support you with a phone call or quick teams catch up if it would 

help. 
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Keeping safe in school 

The latest version of our risk assessment is available on the policies page of our 

website https://www.barton.dalesmat.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/Barton-HS-Risk-Assessment-Jan-2021.pdf  Please 

can we point out to those Key Worker parents who need to send their 

children to school that there are a number of updates involving the start and 

end of the day. We must now ask that all parents wear a face covering at 

pick up and drop off, or at any time that they are on the school site. We also 

ask that parents wait at a safe distance from others, or in their car if possible 

until their child comes out of school. Please may we also remind you that only 

one parent should come to pick up and drop off. Many thanks for your 

support with this. 

 

Free School Meals 

You may have seen in the news that families who are in receipt of Free School 

Meals have been provided with packs of food to provide five lunches for their 

children whilst they are not in school. We have now been informed that the 

government have reinstated the voucher system, and on Monday we will be 

able to apply for vouchers for all families who are eligible. Vouchers are likely 

to take a few days to come through, so please bear with us. If your child is in 

school, they will receive their lunch in school and you will not receive a 

voucher. 

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be eligible for 

FSM, please go to https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals , or contact 

Mrs Coates in the school office who will be happy to advise you 

 

 

Governance Changes 

As you will be aware, our four school collaboration is now official and we are 

moving towards one Governing Board over the four schools. Our interim Chair 

of Governors is Terry Cane who is a National leader of Governance (NLG) 

and has been appointed by the Trust Board. NLG’s are experienced Chairs of 

Governors who are appointed to support with school Governance in times of 

change. Terry will be working with us until December 2021 to form the new 

governing board. Governors will be meeting again on Wednesday 27th 

January, after which time I will be able to share more information about 

membership of the Board. 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online 
Whilst children are spending so much time online, we need to make sure we 

keep them as safe as possible. If you would like some advice on this, please 

see the below link to NSPCC for some very good advice for students and 

families while in lockdown  www.net-aware.org.uk/online-safety-lockdown/ 
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4G wireless routers 
The DfE are now providing internet connections through free mobile data 

increases or 4G wireless routers for students who meet all 3 of the following 

criteria: 

• does not have fixed broadband at home 
• cannot afford additional data for their devices 
• is experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 

If you think you may qualify for this offer, please contact Mrs Coates who will 

process the application for you. 

Early Help  

Please find attached with this newsletter a list of courses aimed at supporting 

parents who may be struggling with an issue at home with their child. If you, or 

anyone you know, might benefit from one of these online courses you just 

need to email or call. 

 

 

So, on our second snowy Friday in a row, I must again say thankyou for all 

your support for our school staff who are working tirelessly to run a dual system 

of teaching for children at home and at school at the same time, whilst also 

adapting and refining their approach to this system as they go along.  

I hope you all have a lovely weekend, 

Kindest regards, 

 

Mrs H Dudman 

Headteacher 

 


