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Friday 29th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I continue to be amazed by the resilience of our children and their parents as they engage with 

our remote learning activities. I have managed to pop in to a few more lessons this week and it is 

so lovely to see the children interacting with each other, even if they can’t do so in person. Thank 

you for all your support in making sure that the children are learning. I have sent a remote learning 

questionnaire home today, please do complete it so that we can take your views into account 

when we are planning the learning for the next few weeks. 

Children’s Mental health week 

Next week is children’s mental health week, and this year the theme is ‘Express yourself’. We know 

that many of our children are starting to struggle with remote learning so we will be providing lots 

of opportunities for them (and adults) to enjoy expressing themselves through a range of creative 

activities. 

In light of this we will be having a slightly different approach to remote learning. The day will start 

with a fun activity to make everyone smile, followed by the usual live lessons. Afternoon sessions 

will be dedicated to more creative activities. I’m sure you will agree that there has never been a 

more important time to take care of children’s mental health and give them an outlet for their 

feelings. We will be aiming to teach them strategies that they can use when things get a bit 

overwhelming. If you would like to find out more, you can visit the website 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/ 
 

Sumdog 

 

A big well done to all the children who have 

worked so hard to beat their own scores and to 

work their way up the leader board on Sumdog. 

There were some excellent personal scores 

including an 8th place overall finish from Lucas in 

class three – he answered 984 questions out of 1000 

correct. Poppy was the highest scorer from classes 

one and two, scoring 923 out of 1000 and making it 

into the top 50. We were all very proud of the 

commitment and effort they all made to answering 

as many of their 1000 questions as they could: lots 

of them managed to answer all 1000! 

There was a healthy rivalry between Mrs Mann’s class 

at East Cowton and Mr Weighman’s class at Barton. 

East Cowton were leading all week, but Barton raced 

ahead on the last day, coming 3rd overall out of 88 

classes. Class three also finished as the competition’s 

daily winners on Thursday! 

 

 

https://www.dalesmat.org/Academies/barton-church-of-england-primary-school/
https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/
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Skip2BFit 

Almost everyone has managed to get hold of their skipping ropes now and has been enjoying 

joining in with Dave’s lessons. Keep sending in your scores, photos and videos on Class Dojo we 

love to see your smiling faces, amazing effort and perseverance and we can’t believe the great 

scores you have been setting already! Keep training hard and improving, like Dave says: practice 

makes you better!  

 
 

Ultimate Warrior Challenge 

We have loved seeing the amazing effort and perseverance that you have been putting in for 

your home PE sessions. The Richmondshire Ultimate Warrior contest runs until the beginning of 

March so keep training hard! If you haven’t sent a time in yet, have a go this week, if you have 

already sent a time – keep practicing and try to beat it! We will submit your fastest time for the 

contest. 

 

Draw with Liz Million 

Liz is a fabulous artist/illustrator who visited our school a complete of years ago and she is hosting 

Live drawing sessions on Facebook each Friday morning at 10 am which everyone can join in with.  

These sessions are also available on Youtube so you can do them at any time.  Some of our pupils 

joined in and produced some amazing art work so why not give it a go! If you do please share 

your artwork onto your Class Dojo we’d love to see them.  
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Collaboration Name 

Now that our four schools are officially collaborating, we need to come up with a group name. All 

schools will retain their own school name and individuality, but collectively we are referred to by 

others as ‘The Four Schools’ and we are sure there must be a much more fitting name for us than 

that! Next week we will start consulting with children, parents and carers, staff, Governors and 

Trustees, and hope to be able to come up with an inspirational name for our amazing group of 

very small, rural, Church of England schools. 

 

Staff Testing 

All school staff have now been provided with Lateral flow test kits, and are testing twice a week, 

which should hopefully provide a level of reassurance for parents and carers. Please be aware 

that if a member of staff were to test positive, school may need to close at very short notice. 

Please check communications from school regularly. 

 

 

I’m sure you are aware of the announcement By Boris Johnson this week that schools will not be 

opening fully after half term. We are very much looking forward to all the children being back in 

school, and are hopeful that this will be able to happen on the 8th March if it is safe for them to do 

so. In the meantime, we will continue to do our best to support all the children with their learning. 

Please remember that if your child is struggling and things are too much for them, it’s ok for them 

to take a step back for a day or two. We will all be very understanding of this. As always if you are 

struggling, or are unsure about anything, please contact your child’s class teacher, Miss Crisp or 

myself and we will do our best to help you. 

 

Kind regards,  

 

Helen Dudman 

Executive headteacher 
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Useful contacts and links:  

 

SENCO: If your child is struggling and you would like some advice, please contact their class 

teacher in the first instance, or you can contact Miss Crisp our SENCO on SENCO@dalesmat.org 

 

Keeping Children Safe Online 

Whilst children are spending so much time online, we need to make sure we keep them as safe as 

possible. If you would like some advice on this, please see guidance for parents below: 

www.net-aware.org.uk/online-safety-lockdown/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents 

 

Free School  meals 

If your circumstances have changed and you think you may be eligible for free school meals, 

please contact the school office or follow this link: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals 

 

Dfe mobile phone data offer  

https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-data 

 

Links to Free online books: 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/download-e-books-e-magazines-and-digital-audiobooks 

 

Education Endowment foundation 

The EEF describe themselves as ‘an independent charity dedicated to breaking the link between 

family income and educational achievement.’ They carry out in depth educational research and 

provide advice and guidance for schools. They have published a number of documents to help 

parents with home learning and these can be found here 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Resources_for_parents/Summary_of_Resources_-_Parents.pdf 

We would particularly like to recommend this plan for home learning routines which will help 

children to get into good habits: 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-

19_Resources/Resources_for_parents/Supporting_home_learning_routines_-_Planning_the_day.pdf 

and this short video 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/videos/EEF_Supporting_daily_routines

_during_school_closures.mp4 
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